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AN EVIL THAT CALLS FOR CORRECTION. 
Attention is invited to the following letter: 

Incorporated iSji. 
The Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, 

Springfield, Mass., April 4, 1900. 
John A. Hall, Henry S. Lee, 

President. Vice-President. 

Henry M. Phillips, E. D. Capron, 

Secretary. Asst. Secretary. 

Oscar B. Ireland, H. W. Haskins, 

Actuary. 2d Asst. Secretary. 

A. A. Raven, Esq., Secretary, 

American Geographical Society, 

11 West 29th St., New York. 
Dear Sir: 

I beg to ask whether it would not be in the province of your Society to remon- 
strate against a practice in map-making that seems to me quite likely seriously to 
mislead the young and others in search of information about the geography of our 
own country. I refer to the practice of publishing maps of the United States in 
which different scales are used for different parts of the map, without any explanation 
or obvious line of separation, the two scales in fact being sometimes used in the same 
part of the same map. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad some time ago 
issued a map, engraved by Rand, McNally & Co., of this character. Taking the 
distance from Boston to Chicago as a standard, the distance from San Francisco to 
Denver is shown in reliable maps to be about 1. 12 of this standard distance. On the 
map just referred to it is only about .9 of the standard distance, or 80 per cent, of 
what it should be. The distance from New Orleans to Duluth is shown on correct 
maps to be about 1.36 of the distance from Boston to Chicago; on the C. B. & Q. 
map it is about 1.25, or about 92 per cent, of what it should be. The ratio of the 
length of the southern side of Colorado to the length of its eastern boundary is really 
about 1.39; on the C. B. & Q. map it is about 1.21, or about 87 per cent, of what it 
should be. This map is mounted on rollers and got up in such a manner as to adapt 
it to use as a wall map, and is quite good enough in general execution to be preserved 
for reference. 

More recently the New York Central Railroad has issued a map, prepared by the 
Matthews Northrup Company, in which the distance from San Francisco to Denver 
is .64 of the distance from Boston to Chicago, or 57 per cent, of what it should be. 
The distance from New Orleans to Duluth is 1.04 of the standard distance, or about 
76 per cent, of what it should be, and the State of Colorado is almost exactly a square, 
making the length of southern boundary 72 per cent, of what it should be in com- 
parison with the length of the eastern side. This map is issued as a folder, and is 
finished in very attractive style. It is quite likely to be preserved, and quite good 
enough in general style to be fastened on a wall for study. 
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Of course cheap sketches of railroad routes are not expected to be accurate as 
maps, but when our wealthiest corporations issue in large quantities maps of this 
kind, prepared by the leading map-makers of the country, it seems to me that they 
are likely to do a good deal in the way of instilling ideas that must be afterwards un- 
learned, if one is to get at the truth, and that a protest from the American Geograph- 
ical Society would be quite in order, and might be of some effect. 

I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

Oscar B. Ireland. 



